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JOURNALOF THE ARNOLDARBORETUM

Sargent’s one outstanding achievement was the creation and upbuilding

of the Arnold Arboretum. Little did the men who placed on his hands an
old wornout farm and an income of a few thousand dollars think that he

would succeed in building up an institution which now ranks among the

foremost botanic gardens and is the only large institution in the world

devoted entirely to the study of trees and shrubs, with one of the richest

botanical libraries and with a large herbarium more complete and richer

than others in the representation of the ligneous flora of this country and
of eastern Asia, so that for many years it has attracted besides others,

Chinese and Japanese students who can study here the native flora of their

countries to better advantage than in their own country. In the living

collection Sargent always took the greatest interest and he himself gathered

many seeds during his travels in this country and abroad by which he en-

riched it with new and rare trees and shrubs. He kept up connections

with all important botanic gardens and nurseries in this country and in

Europe and sent collectors to regions where plants grew that could be ex-

pected to thrive in the climate of Massachusetts. A catalogue of the

trees and shrubs growing in the Arboretum was a work he undertook only

a short time before his death, and in which he showed much interest until

the very last, but fate did not allow him to finish this task.

The library was perhaps that department of the Arnold Arboretum with
which he had the closest personal connection. It was begun as his own
private botanical library in 1873 and had grown to 6000 volumes when it

was transferred in 1892 to the new administration building and presented

to the University. But with this presentation his care for it did not cease

and he continued to increase it at his own expense, so that the library as

it stands now containing more than 37000 volumes and 8400 pamphlets
is almost entirely his gift to the Arboretum.

In the herbarium which served as a base for his monumental work the

“Silva of North America” he was always much interested and during the

last years even more so than before. He had made plans to carry out his

idea of making the herbarium the representative herbarium of the ligneous

flora of the world and there were already last year several collectors in the

field for the Arboretum collecting in remote quarters of the world. He
himself had collected extensively in this country and on his various journeys

abroad. Collectors for the Arboretum were sent out and large collections

bought or acquired by exchange, so that the building erected for it in 1909

is already inadequate, for an herbarium of woody plants including the nu-

merous, often bulky fruit specimens and samples of wood requires much
more space than an ordinary herbarium.

In the development of a definite forest policy for the United States

Sargent played an important and leading part. When it was realized in

the early seventies that the timber supply of the country, long considered

inexhaustible, showed signs of depletion, an agitation set in for the plant-

ing of trees particularly on the prairies and Sargent reported in 1875 and
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1878 to the Massachusetts State Board of Agriculture on the planting of

trees. This agitation caused the government of the United States to

authorize a special study of the forests of the country in connection with

the Tenth Census of 1880. Sargent was made chairman of a commission

appointed for this purpose. He with other members of the commission

visited and studied the most important forest areas of the country and

published the results of this study in a comprehensive report published as

a separate volume of the Tenth Census. This report contains a description

of the forests of the country, a survey of the existing supply of standing

timber, facts regarding the forest industries, a statement concerning the

destruction of forests by fire and a summary of the existing information

on the character and the quality of the different commercial woods. This

report has remained for many years the chief source of information regard-

ing the forests of the country. In 1884 he was appointed by the State of

NewYork chairman of a commission to study the Adirondack forests which

were in danger of ruthless exploitation. This report in which he outlined

a definite forest policy for the State served as a basis for the establishment

of a State Forest preserve and thus saved the Adirondack and Catskill

forests for the people of NewYork. In Garden and Forest , a magazine he

published from 1888 to 1897 he published numerous editorials and articles

discussing forestry problems in order to educate the public, awaken its

interest and arouse it to action on public questions relating to forestry.

Among the more important discussions may be mentioned: the adoption

of a definite national forest policy, the withdrawal of the public forests from

further disposal to private individuals, their temporary patrol by the army

against forest fires and depredations, the appointment of a commission to

prepare a plan for the administration of public properties, the service of

forests in watershed protection, the need of courses in forestry in the higher

educational institutions. When in 1896 Congress had authorized the

National Academy of Sciences to make an investigation and report on the

inauguration of a national forest policy for the forested lands of the United

States, the Academy appointed Sargent chairman of a committee on this

question. The members of the committee visited the West to obtain

first hand knowledge of the public forests. As a result of their report

President Cleveland set aside new forest reservations in addition to the

few already established under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1891, ag-

gregating in all more than twenty million acres. This action met with

strong opposition and protest in the West, and when President McKinley

took office he was hard pressed to annul the actions of his predecessor who
had signed the proclamation concerning the reservations just before the

completion of his office. The committee of the National Academy urged

the President to stand firm against this pressure and Sargent had a long

interview with the President with the result that the latter decided to take

no action in the matter and let the reservations stand. The President

stated afterwards that he had intended to return the reservations to the
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A catalogue of the ligneous plants growing in the Arnold Arboretum,

Sept. 1, 1874. (Arnold Arboretum. Report of the director, 1873-74, pp.

7-9.)

A catalogue of the ligneous plants raised at the Arnold Arboretum during

the two years ending Dec. 1, 1874. (Ibid., pp. 10-16.)

A few suggestions on tree-planting. Boston, Wright & Potter. 1876.

pp. 35.

“From Report of Massachusetts state board of agriculture for 1875.”

The forests of central Nevada, with some remarks on those of the ad-

jacent regions. [New Haven. 1879.]

“From the American Journal of Science and Arts,” 1879, 3d ser., xvii, 417-126.

Les forets du Nevada central, avec quelques remarques sur celles des

regions adjacentes. [Traduit par Charles Naudin. Paris. 1878.]

Annales des sciences naturelles, 6 ser. Botanique, 1878, ix, 36-46.

Notes on trees and tree-planting. Boston, Rand, Avery & Co. 1878*

pp. 22.

“From the 25th Annual Report of the secretary of the board of agriculture.”

Some additional notes upon trees and tree planting in Massachusetts.

Boston. 1886. pp. 21.

“Printed in the Annual Report of the Massachusetts state board of agriculture."

A catalogue of the forest trees of North America. Washington. 1880.

ff. 93. (United States —Department of the interior. 10th census.

Forestry.)

[Letter to C. H. Dalton, regarding the trees of Commonwealth Avenue

mall. By C. S. Sargent and F. L. Olmsted. Brookline. 1880.] pp. [3].

Botanical gazette (contributions, in 1880-1923).

v. 1880. Vitality of the seeds of Pinus contorta, p. 54.

ix. 1884. Botanical papers of George Engelmann, p. 69-74.

xi. 1886. Some additions to the sylva of North America, p. 313-

315.

xxvii-xxxiii. 1899-1902. New or little known North American trees.

xxvii, 81-94; xxxi, 1-16, 217-240; xxxiii, 108-125.

xxxv. 1903. The genus Crataegus in Newcastle County, Delaware,

pp. 99-110; Crataegus in northeastern Illinois, pp. 377-404.

xliv. 1907. The black-fruited Crataegus of western North America,

pp. 54-66; Names of North American trees, pp. 225-227.

lxv-lxvii. 1918-19. Notes on North American trees, i-iv. lxv, 423;

lxvi, 229, 421, 494; lxii, 208. (v-xi publ. in the Journal of the

Arnold Arboretum, 1919-23.)
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Saxifragaceae. 1892 (July 2]. PI. 148-197. v. Hamamelideae-Sapotace*. 1895

PI. 198-251. vi. Ebenaceie-Polygonaee*. 1894 [May 18.] PI. 252-300. vii.

Juglandace*. 1895 [Feb. 1]. PI. 801-855. viii. Cupulifer* (Quercus). 1895

PI. 356-488. ix. Cupulifene-Salicace*. 1896 [March 16]. PI. 439-496. x.

Conifer*. 1896 INov. 30], PI. 497-537. xi. Conifer* (Pinus). 1897 [Apr. 27, 18981. PI.

538-592. xii. Conifer* (Abietineae after Pinus). 1898 [Jan. 10, 1899]. PI. 593-620. xiii.

Supplement: Rhamnaceae-Rosace*. 1902 [Dec. 15]. PI. 621-704. xiv. Supplement : Carica-

cete-Conifer*. General index. 1902 [Dec. 15]. PI. 705-740.

Vol. i-v “engraved by Philibert and Eugene Picart.”

Forest flora of Japan. Boston, etc., Houghton, Mifflin and co. 1894.

f°. pp. [8], 93. Plates.

First printed in Garden and Forest, 1893.

A forest policy in suspense. (Atlantic monthly, 1897, lxxx, 268-271.)

Report of the committee appointed by the National academy of sciences

upon the inauguration of a forest policy for the forested lands of the

United States to the Secretary of the interior, May 1, 1897. [By C. S.

Sargent and others.] Washington. 1897.

Abies. (Bailey, L. H. Cyclopedia of American horticulture, 1900, i,

1-3.)

[Oct. 80].

The same. (Bailey, L. H. Standard cyclopedia of horticulture, 1914,

i, 172-175.)

Rhodora (contributions in).

iii. 1901. Notes on Crataegus in the Champlain Valley, pp. 19-31;

Notes on a collection of Crataegus made in the province of Quebec
near Montreal, pp. 71-79.

v. 1903. Recently recognized species of Crataegus in eastern

Canada and New England. Pt. 1-5.

vii. 1905. Recently recognized species of Crataegus in eastern

Canada and New England. Pt. 6.

xi. 1909. American Crataegi in the Species plantarum of Linnaeus,

pp. 181-183.

xiv. 1912. A Connecticut station for Ilex mollis, p. 205.

xvii. 1915. Three of Clayton’s Oaks in the British museum, pp. 39-

40; Washington (George) and Michaux, pp. 49-50.

xviii. 1916. The name of the Red Oak, pp. 45-48.

xix. 1917. Botanical activities of Percival Lowell, pp. 21-24.

xx. 1918. Charles Edward Faxon, pp. 117-122.

Crataegus in northeastern Illinois. [Chicago. 1903.]

“Reprinted from the Botanical Gazette ,” 1903, xxxv, 377-404.

Crataegus in Rochest
“ Proceedings of the Rochestt

New York. Rochester. 1903.

zademy of science,” 1903, iv, 93-136.

Recently recognized species of Crataegus in eastern Canada and New
England. 6 pt. [Boston, etc. 1903-05.]

“From Rhodora,” 1903-05, v. 52-66, 108-118, 137-153, 156-168, 182-187; vii, 162-164,
174-185, 192-219.
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i. [Philadelphia.] 1910.

' Of natural sciences of Philadelphia , 1910,” pp. 150-
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Plantae Wilsonianae (contributions in).

i. 1913. Preface, pp. v-vii; Crataegus, p. 178.

ii. 1916. Phellodendron, p. 136.

iii. 1917. Carya, p. 187.

Bradley bibliography; a guide to the literature of the woody plants of

the world published before the beginning of the twentieth century. Com-
piled under the direction of C. S. Sargent by Alfred Rehder. 5 vol. Cam-
bridge, Riverside Press. 1911-18. (Arnold Arboretum. Publications,

3 .)

i, ii. Dendrology. 2 vol. 1911-12. iii. Arboriculture. 1915. iv. Forestry. 1914. v.
Index. 1918.

Preface. (Rehder, Alfred. Bradley bibliography, 1911, i, iii.)

Bulletin of popular information. Issued during spring and autumn.

[By C. S. Sargent.] No. 1-63. May 2, 1911-Nov. 5, 1914; New series.

Vol. i-xii, April 28, 1915-December 10, 1926. Jamaica Plain. 1911-1926.

Introduction (Wilson, E. H. Vegetation of western China, 1912, pp.

S-4.)

Crataegus in New York. Albany. 1913. pp. [74].

“From New York state museum bulletin 167, Report of the state botanist, 1912,” pp. 53-124.

Introduction. (Wilson, E. H. A naturalist in western China, 1913, i,

xvii-xxxvii.)

Arboretum. (Bailey, L. H. Standard cyclopedia of horticulture, 1914,

i, 347-352.)

Henry Winthrop Sargent. (Bailey, L. H. Standard cyclopedia of hor-

ticulture, 1915, iii, 1594.)

Catalogue of the library of the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University

.

Compiled under the direction of C. S. Sargent, by Ethelyn M. Tucker.

2 vol. Cambridge, Cosmos press. 1914-17. (Arnold Arboretum. Pub-
lications, 6.)

Preface. (Tucker, Ethelyn M. Catalogue of the library of the Arnold

Arboretum, 1914, i.)

The Arnold Arboretum. [Articles by C. S. Sargent and others. Cam-
bridge, Mass. 1915.] pp. 12. Illustr.

“ Reprinted from the Harvard alumni bulletin of May 12, 1915.”

The Arnold Arboretum, what it is and does. Garden City, N. Y. 1917.

ip. 8. Illustr.

“Reprinted from the Garden Magazine, Nov. 1917.”

American Azaleas and their hybrids. (Rhododendron society notes,

1917, i, 119-121.)
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A garden of trees. (Youth’s companion. Mar. 15, 1917.)

The trees at Mount Vernon. Report to the council of the Mount Vernon

ladies’ association of the Union. [Washington? 1917.] pp. 16. Diagr.

“Reprinted from the Annual Report for 1917 of the Mount Vernon ladies' assoc, of the Union.’'

The same. [New ed. Washington. 1926.] Diagr. (In press.)

Charles Edward Faxon. [Boston, etc. 1918.] Port.

“The Walnut ti

Letter to Bishop

Official bulletin of th

ee ” [on the grounds of the Episcopal theological school,

^awrence. Cambridge, Mass. 1919].

Journal of the Arnold Arboretum. Edited by C. S. Sargent. Vol. i-

viii, no. 1, July, 1919-January, 1927. Lancaster, Pa., Intelligencer Print-

ing Company, etc. 1919-1927.

Journal of the Arnold Arboretum (contributions in).

i. 1920 [T9-20]. Introduction; Notes on North American trees, v.

vi, pp. 61-65, 245-254 (i-iv were published in the Botanical

gazette, 1918-19); Notes, pp. 66, 264.

ii. 1922 [’20-21]. Notes on North American trees, vii, viii, pp. 112-

121, 164-174; Notes, pp. 63-64.

iii. 1922 [’21-22]. Notes on North American trees, ix, x, pp. 1-11,

182-207; Notes, pp. 55-58; The first fifty years of the Arnold Ar-

boretum, pp. 127-171.

iv. 1923. Notes on North American trees, xi, pp. 99-107.

v. 1924. Notes on North American trees, xii, pp. 41-49.

vi. 1925. Notes on Crataegus, pp. 1—5
;

Notes [from letters of J. F.

Rock], pp. 213-216.

vii. 1926. Corrections and emendations of the second edition of Sar-

gent’s Manual of the trees of North America, pp. 1-21.

Preface. (Wilson, E. H., and Rehder, Alfred. A monograph of Azaleas,

1921, p. v.)

The first fifty years of the Arnold Arboretum. [Lancaster. 1922.]

“Reprinted from Journal of the Arnold Arboretum" 1922, iii, 127-171.

Corrections and emendations of the second edition of Sargent’s Manual

of the trees (J North America. [Lancaster. 1926.]

“Reprinted from Journal of the Arnold Arboretum," 1926, vii, 1—21.

The greatest garden in America; the Arnold Arboretum. (Home Acres,

xiv. 95, 112, 2 fig. February, 1927.)


